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Student Learning and Experience Committee
	GUIDANCE IN RELATION TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND OPERATION OF COLLABORATION IN “NON-CONGRUENT” COURSES


Definition

Any course leading to an award where the University has only limited subject expertise in the relevant subject area is defined as “non-congruent”.  Managing risks associated with collaboration in delivery of a Teesside University award where the University has identified limited subject expertise must be carefully considered at all stages of development and must be clearly articulated and understood by all parties.

The approach to be taken should be considered and confirmed in the approval process and embedded formally in the Addendum to the Operations Manual covering the collaborative arrangements.  There may be additional costs associated with the development and operation of “non-congruent” provision and, if so, such costs will be agreed with the Partner and identified in the Financial Schedule to the Contract for Collaborative Provision (CCP) and noted in the associated Addendum to the Operations Manual.

It is essential that the following factors are taken into account:

· The appropriateness of learning materials and resources at the Partner Institution.

· The Institutional Approval Event Panel should receive documentation covering the management of such arrangements and consider the appropriateness of the planned approaches carefully on behalf of the Student Learning & Experience Committee (SLEC) and Academic Board.

· Appropriate external subject specialists are included in Institutional and Course Approval and subsequent Periodic Review Panels and as necessary, used to support ongoing course oversight.

In considering the appropriateness of arrangements to assure the quality and standards of awards, all Approval and Periodic Review Panels should consider:

· The use of external academic subject specialists in course development; and the ongoing monitoring and enhancement of the course.

· The appropriateness of learning materials and resources at the Partner.

· The qualifications and expertise of local staff to teach to the appropriate level and provide full academic support for the modules to be delivered.

· How academic leadership and course management will be provided.

· Liaison in all aspects of delivery and related administrations of the award(s) including quality monitoring.

· Potential staff development needs in relation to learning, teaching and assessment in accordance with UK HE standards and expectations, i.e., QAA subject benchmarks, FHEQ, Teesside University descriptors.

· Internal and external moderation of the award(s).

· The management of Assessment Boards.

· The role of Module/Award External Examiners in commenting on the adequacy of current and planned provision.
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